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PREFACE

The hirch-bark mavuscript of the Pyithvirdjavijaye,
the critical edition of which is offered to the public,
was discovered by Dr. G. Bithler in 1876 during his
tour in search of Sanskrit Mss. in Kashmir. He
deposited his find in the Decean College, Poona,
where the Ms. was numbered as 150 of 1875-1876
collection, 1In the course of his detailed report on
the tour, published next year, he thus described the
Ms:—

“It is a great pity that the old Ms, is mutilnted,
and in such a condition as to make the work of
reading it very difficuls, The beginning is wanting.
The leaves which contain cantos I—~X have been
broken in the middle by the friction of the thick
string used for sewing the volume. Further, the
lower portions of a considerable number of leaves have
been lost, and as the lower left-hand side of the
margin, on which stood the figures numbering the
leaves, has also been broken off, it is impossible to
determine the connection of the upper and the lower
halves by any other means than by the sense,”*

Though the Ms, was discovered more than half a
century ago, no new Ms. has been discovered since
then to help us in reconstructing the -whole work.
What is o1l the more regrettable is the fact that the
present Ms. brenks off sbruptly towards the close of
the twelfth canto. In the absence of;any  other copy
of the Ms, it is impossible to say how many cantos
the complete work contained,- As ill-fortune would
have it, the present Ms. brings us only to the corona-
tion of Prithvirdja-and we are even. Jleft in the dark
about _the great victory, which the poet intended to_
sing here,

The defective and incomplete condition of the Ms.
prevents us from knowing definitely fromthe work
itself about its anthor. Butl a guess wny be haznrded

Dietatlad Jterorl of @ four wn wearch uf Sanelesl M8 mads i
it faoutana and Central Ingia, bs Dr. G. Beider " {py 633,
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that the poet Jayinaka, who is mentioned coming to
the court of Prithviraja from Kashmir in canto XII,
verses 63 and 68, was in all probability its author.
Dr Bahler says, “The author was certamly » contem-
porary of Prithuvirdju and one of lus court poets,
He probably was a Kashmiri and was a thoroughly
good Kavi and Pandit’! This belief is farther
strengthened by the fact that not a single copy of the
As 18 found 1 the whole of Rajputann and Jonaréja,

the commentator of the work, also bhails from
Kashmir,

It is reasonable to suppose that the work must
have been written to celebrate the great wvictory
of Prithviraja over Shahab-ud.din Ghori in 1191 A D
iminediately after the event. DBut his defeat and
assassination . 1193 A.D. probably drove the poet
back to his home in Kashmur, hence the absence of
any Ms. of 1t 1z Rajputana,

The poem seems to have been written during the
hfetime of Prithvira)s, as the author himself states
that he was honoured and induced to wrnte the
poem by the King (Prithvirijay, the son of Somesvara 2
The date of the work can be fixed mdependently as well.
Seven verses of the PrithvisGjaviyaye can be traced in
the Alunkaravimarshini, a comnentary by Rijanaka
Jayaratha on the Alanlarasarvasva of Rajanska
Ruyyaka3land in one place he distinctly states that it is
quoted from the P‘r;lhvi?&_;avz/aya * In the same way
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twelve verses? can be traced in the Alankarodaharanc of
the sameauthor. Jayaratha deseribes himself 2sthe great-
great-grandson? of a brother of Sivaratha, a minister
of King Uchchala of Kashmir (1101-1111 A, D.)5.
This would bring Jayaratha himself to nbout 1200 A.D,
Now it is reasonable to suppose that if verses from
the work of a writer are found quoted in the works of
another writer, even if the two be contemporary, some
years must elapse in order to make the former’s work
known to the latter. Thus ata very conservative
estimate we may pub the date of the composition
between the years 1191 and 1193 A. D.

The commentary of the poem, here offered, is by
Jonaraja, the son of Nonarija and grandson” of
Lolaraja, a famous author who wrote the second Raja-
tareqnging, end commented on the Kira&tarjuniye and
the Spakanthacharite of Mankha. His commentary on
the Kir@arjuniye is dated 1449 A. D. and the present
commentary on the Prithvirajavijaya must have been
written, according to Dr. Biihler, between 1450 and
1475 A. D. 1t seems that in  Jonardja's time,
the Prithvirdjavijaya must have been a popular work
among the scholars, as this commentator discusses
various readings of the text. As the text and the
commentary ave presented in the same Ms., portions
of the commentary have also been lost on account of
the defective condition of the Ms. The commentary,
however, has been helpful in restoring the missing
text in certain places. R

A

The early history of the Chauhinas, given by
Colonel Tod in his danals and Antiquities of
Rajasthan according to the bavdic chronicles and the
Prithviragja Base of Chauda, is entirely unreliable.
But the work under mnotice is quite relable for the
history of medieval Tndia and particalarly of the

(O I.4; V.50,108,130,143,178; VL 4; VL 81, 87; IX. 5%
XL 4 and 11 of the present editio

2) Buhler's Report, appendix IT, pp. o T, .

fa) DA Stoime A Chwonicle o7 e Kings of Kashmir, Vol I
Introdaction, p. 138. .
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Chauliinns  of Rnjputana. Dr. Bubler says, “Ilis
(nuthor's) nccount of the Chauhanas contredicts Chanda’s
mn every particular and agrees with that of the mecrip-
tions of V. 5, 1040 and 1226 Pruthvirdaja’s pecigree
13 exactly that given in these documents, and various
synchromstic fucts mentioned n the I'paya also ngree
with what se know from other sources, o g the
Malwa and the Gujeat inseriptions ! Thus cvidently
in other ruapects as well the work 1s worthy of
credence.

An article by my friend, Diwan Bahadur Har
Bilas Sarda, who secured for me an exact copy of
the Ms from the library of the Deccan College, Pooun,
on which the present editton 15 based, givcs a summary
of the contents of this work in the Journal of the
Royal Asiatc Socicty 3

We find here a relinble genealogy and a short
account of Prithvirdja’s ancestors beginning with
Vasudeva, Its value for the history of the period
from the middle of the eighth century A I to the
end of the twellth century A. D. 15 thus very great,

On account of its great importance, it was felt
that a critieal edition of the present text—dcfective
and incomplete though the Ms. fs—was highly deciralle
for the students of the Instory of Najputann.  As sid
nbove, an attempt is here made to restore the text,
wherever possible, with the help of the commentary,
Restored portiony have been printed in  rectangular
brackets or in the foot.notes.  Amendations of
the text nnd the commentary have also beennttempted,
whereser possible, in the notes.

It 1s hoped that students of thehistory of Indis,
particularly that of Rajputana, would find this work
wseful in their stulies and wclcome Tts appearance,

Apmer,
Qctoler 30, 1940, Gaurishanhar M Ojha

] Ir:P(of.g: of the Aritic Soevery of Penpal, Apmiland sy,
LA
(2 Aps 1913, 020281,
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